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This Week in Congress

  

November 15, 2010

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” Members of Congress will return to Washington today to
consider important issues. Our country is facing a number of great challenges, and I look
forward to working on behalf of Kansans to address those challenges. This week's headlines
are:

  

 

    
    -  Honoring Our Nation’s Veterans   
    -  Recognizing Salina Residents for Significant Contributions   
    -  Update on Troops in Iraq   
    -  Visiting the National Association of Farm Broadcasters Convention   
    -  Kicking Off 14th Annual Listening Tour   
    -  Members of Service Academy Selection Board Announced   
    -  Assisting Kansas Hospitals and the Communities They Serve   
    -  Supporting Home Health Care in Kansas   
    -  Attending the Hays Lions Club   
    -  In the Office   
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Honoring Our Nation’s Veterans

  

 

  

For the past few months, our country has been focused on political campaigns. While elections
and the campaigns that precede them are vitally important to our democracy and the direction
of our country, I can’t help but be concerned that amid the focus on endorsements, pundits and
politics, we tend to lose sight of what is truly important in our lives. Perhaps it is fitting then that
Veterans Day is observed the week following national elections, to remind each of us where our
priorities should be.

  

 

  

On Thursday, I joined Americans around the country in honoring our nation’s veterans for their
service and sacrifice. It is a time to focus on what is truly important – the things we learn from
those who serve our country. Love of country and a belief in a better life for our children and
grandchildren matter more than partisan games.

  

 

  

I started my day with veterans in Wichita at the Robert J. Dole VA Medical Center. I thanked
them for their service, many of whom served our country during some of its darkest hours. I also
visited with them about my efforts to improve access to health care across Kansas. There is no
group of people I hold in higher regard than veterans, who have dedicated their lives to serving
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our country. Thanks to Director Tom Sanders for his hospitality during my visit.

  

 

  

That afternoon, I spoke at the Veterans Day Ceremony in Stafford. I paid tribute to veterans in
the Stafford community who have given so much and who continue to give on our behalf. The
ceremony in Stafford was dedicated to the memory of two local veterans who passed away
earlier this year. I had the chance to visit with their spouses during the event, Mrs. Jonell
Leavelle and Mrs. Barbara Logue, to thank them for their husband’s service. Special thanks to
Mayor David Kirkendall for the invitation to join the Stafford community on Veterans Day. Click
here
to view photos from the event. 
Click here
to read an editorial I wrote recently about the importance of honoring our nation’s veterans.
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=0&amp;hit=1
http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=0&amp;hit=1
http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1886%3Anovember-2010-a-time-to-honor-veterans&amp;catid=53&amp;Itemid=155
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Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this  

  

 

  

Recognizing Salina Residents for Significant Contributions 

  

 

  

Each year, the Salina business community inducts new members into the Salina Business Hall
of Fame. This annual tradition began in 2005 by the local Chamber of Commerce as a way to
honor business leaders, both past and present, who have made significant contributions to the
community of Salina.

  

 

  

This week, three individuals were selected for this honor. My friend Mike Berkley, Chairman of
the Board at Bennington State Bank, was the inductee from the Contemporary Category, and
Benjamin Litowich and Thomas Roach were inductees in the Pioneer Category. These men are
terrific examples to the next generation of leaders in Salina, and will encourage young people to
make a career in business and continue to impact Salina and other local communities. I
appreciated the opportunity to speak to a room filled with individuals who have helped Salina
become the great community it is today. Thanks to Larry Fief of the Salina Area Chamber of
Commerce Board; Larry Britegam, Chairman, Hall of Fame Task Force; and Don Weiser,
Senior Vice President of the Salina Area of Chamber of Commerce, for the opportunity to speak
at the event. Click here  to view photos from the event.
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this      Update on Troops in Iraq    On Friday, I received a phone call from Major General Vincent Brooks, Commanding General ofArmy’s 1st Infantry Division based at Ft. Riley. General Brooks and the 1st Infantry DivisionHeadquarters deployed to Iraq last December and are expected to return early next year. It wasgreat to hear from such an outstanding leader of our men and women in uniform. I pledge mycontinued support for our service men and women, and will work to ensure our troops have theresources they need to complete the mission in Iraq.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this      Visiting the National Association of Farm Broadcasters Convention     I attended the annual convention of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters (NAFB) inKansas City on Friday. NAFB’s members are agricultural and rural broadcasters from acrossthe nation. During my time with NAFB members, I discussed legislation that might beconsidered in the upcoming lame duck session of Congress, how the recent elections willimpact membership on the House and Senate Agriculture Committees, and potential changesthat may occur in the biofuels industry. Thanks to NAFB President Greg Akagi with the KansasAgriculture Network for inviting me to the convention.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Kicking Off 14th Annual Listening Tour     My annual Big First Listening Tour begins on Friday, November 19th with stops in Marshall,Washington, Clay and Geary counties. Every year since coming to Congress, I have held atown hall meeting in each of the counties I represent. These meetings give me the opportunityto visit with Kansans so I can better represent them in the nation’s capital.     On Friday, my first stop will be in Marshall County, at the First National Bank in Frankfort,located at 124 N. Kansas, from 10:00-11:00am. Next, I’ll travel to Washington County and visitwith residents in Barnes at Our Daily Bread Bake Shoppe, located at 23 N. Center Street from11:30-12:30pm. My third stop will be in Clay County, at the Clay County Courthouse in ClayCenter, located at 712 N. 5th Street from 1:30-2:30pm. And my last stop will be in Geary Countyto visit with residents in Junction City at the C.L. Hoover Opera House, located at 135 W 7thStreet from 3:30-4:30pm. If you live in one of these counties, I hope you’ll stop by to visit onFriday, November 19th.     Click here  to view the schedule for upcoming tour stops.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this      Members of Service Academy Selection Board Announced       Recently, I announced the members of the First District Service Academy Selection Board. This16-member board reviews applications and interviews candidates who are applying foradmission to U.S. Service Academies, including the U.S. Military Academy, U.S. NavalAcademy, U.S. Air Force Academy and U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. Those selected willenter the academies in June 2011.     We are fortunate as Americans to have so many talented and hard working young men andwomen interested in serving our country through the military. The members of the ServiceAcademy Selection Board will face a tough challenge in narrowing the field of qualifiedcandidates during the selection process. I thank the Board for their service and commend all theapplicants for their dedication to our country.     The Service Academy Selection Board will meet to interview candidates on Saturday,November 20, 2010, at the Eisenhower Presidential Library in Abilene. Members of the Boardinclude: Kirstin Bangerter of Dodge City; Shirley Braxton and Mike Junk of Salina; Tom Brownof McPherson; Jeff Devilbiss, Steve Harmon and Ron Whitney of Emporia; Annie Fee and ChrisOrwoll of Hutchinson; Ron Lucas of Goodland; Ryan Newell of Marion; Bekki Pribil of Pratt;Paula Ripple of Dodge City; Consuelo Sandoval of Garden City; Kay Schmidt of Milford; andRev. Delbert Stanton of Hays.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Assisting Kansas Hospitals and the Communities They Serve     On Wednesday, I was in Topeka to attend the Kansas Hospital Association’s 100th AnniversaryGala. This celebration was part of KHA’s annual Trade Show and Convention. I congratulateKHA on their centennial anniversary and commend KHA staff and Kansas hospitals for theircommitment to strengthening Kansans’ access to quality health care across our entire state. Wehave a special way of life in Kansas. Our communities exist and flourish because our hospitalsprovide them with health care.  I have worked with KHA over the years to strengthen our state’shealth care network, and will continue to support their efforts so that Kansans can remain in thecommunities they love and our children can return home to raise their own families. Thanks toTom Bell, KHA President; Fred Lucky, Senior Vice President; and Chad Austin, Vice Presidentof Government Relations for hosting me at this event.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this       Supporting Home Health Care in Kansas     I was recently honored to receive the Kansas City Regional Home Care Association’s(KCRHCA) Legislative Award for 2010. The KCRHCA was established in 1977 to support homecare as an essential element of our health care delivery system. By enhancing Kansans’ accessto quality health care services, our state is strengthened because seniors can remain in theirhome communities and their children can return to the places where they grew up. Thanks toRick Lane and the other members of the KCRHCA Executive Board for this award.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this      Attending the Hays Lions Club     On Tuesday, I attended the Hays Lions Club meeting at the Bakery Shop. I joined Lions 32years ago, and I appreciated the opportunity to again visit with my fellow home town clubmembers.  Civic and service clubs, like the Hays Lions Club, make a positive impact on theirlocal community and in communities across the world. Thanks to President Priscilla Hunt for herhospitality and kindness.  Click here  to view a photo from the event.     

     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this      In the Office     Several Kansans stopped by my office this week to receive tours of the U.S. Capitol buildingincluding Constance, Sydney and Savannah Mansaw and Rutha Earl of Wichita; Vicki Gieberand Joyce Rein of Abilene; and Gary and Sandra Wilson of Hays.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this    Contact Me      It is an honor to serve you in Washington,  D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.     Very truly yours,     Jerry  
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